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Executive Summary
● Four high risk potential MDM narratives were identified this reporting period:

1. Mail-in ballots are used to commit election fraud in Oregon.
a. Countermeasure: Provide messaging about measures that help prevent election fraud 

via mail-in ballots.
2. Oregon should eliminate mail-in voting and hold in-person voting that requires voter ID.

a. Countermeasure: Provide messaging about measures that help prevent election fraud 
via mail-in ballots.

3. Election fraud has been happening in Oregon for decades.
a. Countermeasure: Provide messaging about Oregon historically holding free and fair 

elections.
4. People should not trust mail-in ballots because signature verification is ineffective.

a. Countermeasure: Provide public messaging about how mail-in ballot signatures are 
verified.

● A narrative accusing Oregon election officials of altering voter registrations was identified - this 
narrative could have a high impact (see Narrative #11) if dissemination increases.

● An emerging national-level narrative that states should manually adjudicate elections to 
circumvent voting machines and prevent voter fraud was identified.

● The high quantity of narratives this reporting period were driven by high levels of engagement with 
Twitter users’ replies to tweets by the Oregon Secretary of State and an Oregon Senator.
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MDM Narratives 
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

1. Mail-in ballots 
are used to 
commit 
election fraud 
in Oregon. 
(Continuing 
narrative)

Users on Twitter, Facebook, Telegram, 
AR15.com, and oregoncatalyst.com 
claimed that mail-in ballots are used to 
commit election fraud in Oregon. Users 
claimed there is mail-in ballot 
manipulation and cited increased voter 
turnout as evidence of election fraud. 
Most of the posts within this narrative 
were replies to tweets by the Oregon 
Secretary of State (SOS) and Oregon 
Senator Merkley. 

This narrative could decrease Oregon 
voters’ confidence in the legitimacy of 
mail-in ballots as an election procedure.

High Public Messaging Provide messaging 
about measures 
that help prevent 
election fraud via 
mail-in ballots.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

2. Oregon 
should 
eliminate 
mail-in voting 
and hold 
in-person 
voting that 
requires voter 
ID.

Twitter users called for Oregon to 
eliminate mail-in ballot voting because 
the system is insecure and vulnerable to 
voter fraud. These users expressed support 
for voting in person that requires voter 
IDs. Most of the posts within this narrative 
were replies to tweets by the Oregon 
Secretary of State (SOS) and Oregon 
Senator Merkley. This narrative originated 
from national-level discourse about voter 
fraud through mail-in ballots

This narrative could decrease Oregon 
voters’ confidence in the legitimacy of 
mail-in ballots as an election procedure.

High Public Messaging Provide messaging 
about measures 
that help prevent 
election fraud via 
mail-in ballots.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

3. Election 
fraud has been 
happening in 
Oregon for 
decades. 
(Continuing 
narrative)

Twitter users claimed that there has been 
voter fraud in Oregon since the state 
switched to mail-in voting. Others claimed 
elections are rigged through mail-in 
voting and help Oregon Democrats win 
state legislative and congressional 
elections. Most of the posts within this 
narrative were replies to tweets by the 
Oregon Secretary of State (SOS) and 
Oregon Senator Merkley. This narrative 
increased to high risk this reporting 
period (previously low risk) due to 
increased dissemination.

This narrative could decrease Oregon 
voters’ confidence in the outcomes of 
elections.

High Public Messaging Provide messaging 
about Oregon 
historically holding 
free and fair 
elections. 
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

4. People 
should not 
trust mail-in 
ballots because 
signature 
verification is 
ineffective. 

Twitter users claimed that Oregon’s 
method of verifying mail-in ballot 
signatures enable voter fraud. Some users 
cited using untrained and unmonitored 
volunteers to verify signatures as the 
source of voter fraud. Other users claimed 
that the lack of transparency for 
verification procedures is proof of voter 
fraud. This narrative is rooted in 
national-level discourse about signature 
verification.

This narrative could decrease Oregon 
voters’ confidence in the legitimacy of 
mail-in ballots as an election procedure.
  

High Public Messaging Provide public 
messaging about 
how mail-in ballot 
signatures are 
verified.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

5. Oregon 
election 
officials need to 
update voter 
rolls to prevent 
voter fraud.

Twitter and Facebook users broadly 
claimed outdated voter rolls enable voter 
fraud. These users implied that the 
election officials are not keeping their 
voter rolls updated, such as not removing 
individuals that are deceased or who have 
moved out of state. Most of the posts 
within this narrative were replies to tweets 
by the Oregon Secretary of State (SOS) 
and Oregon Senator Merkley.

This narrative could decrease Oregon 
voters’ confidence in electoral procedures 
and outcomes.

Medium Public Messaging Provide messaging 
about how voter 
rolls are maintained 
in Oregon.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

6. People are 
using mail-in 
ballots received 
by deceased 
people in 
Oregon to 
commit voter 
fraud.

Twitter users claimed that dead peoples’ 
votes are counted in Oregon. Some 
claimed that they received ballots for 
deceased family members and that this is 
how Oregonians commit voter fraud. Most 
of the posts within this narrative were 
replies to tweets by the Oregon Secretary 
of State (SOS) and Oregon Senator 
Merkley. 

This narrative could decrease Oregon 
voters’ confidence in the legitimacy of 
mail-in ballots as an election procedure 
and perceptions of free and fair elections.

Medium Public Messaging Provide public 
messaging about 
measures to help 
prevent voter fraud.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

7. Future 
elections can’t 
be trusted due 
to prior 
election fraud.

Users on Facebook and Twitter expressed 
low levels of trust in Oregon’s election 
procedures, personnel, and results. The 
Facebook user called Oregon’s election 
“state agency” untrustworthy. Twitter 
users broadly claimed that Oregon’s 
elections lack integrity. This narrative is 
rooted in national-level discourse about 
alleged previous fraudulent elections. This 
narrative increased to high risk this 
reporting period (previously medium risk) 
due to increased dissemination.

This narrative could negatively impact 
Oregon voters’ perceptions of election 
procedures, personnel, and results.

Medium Public Messaging Provide public 
messaging about 
Oregon historically 
holding free and 
fair elections.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

8. Peoples’ 
votes for 
POTUS 45 in 
the 2020 
election were 
not counted.

Twitter users claimed that their vote for 
POTUS 45 in the 2020 election were not 
counted and cited this as evidence of 
election fraud. Some added that they 
checked the status of their mail-in ballots 
with their local election officials to confirm 
they weren’t counted. The posts within 
this narrative were replies to a tweet by 
the Oregon Secretary of State (SOS) on 
8/19/22 about mail-in ballots.

This narrative could decrease Oregon 
voters’ confidence in electoral procedures 
and results.

Medium Public Messaging Provide messaging 
about measures to 
ensure all 
legitimate votes are 
counted.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

9. People 
should not 
trust voting 
machines 
because they 
enable election 
fraud. 

Twitter users responding to the Oregon 
Secretary of State (SOS) claimed that 
Dominion voting machines use flawed 
tabulation processes and are hackable, 
and therefore enable election fraud. Some 
Twitter users suggested that Oregon 
should get rid of voting machines overall 
and revert back to manually voting in 
person. This narrative originated in 
national-level discourse and was amplified 
by users that self-identify as being from 
Oregon.

This narrative could negatively impact 
Oregon voters’ trust in Oregon’s electoral 
procedures and outcomes. 

Medium Public Messaging Provide public 
messaging about 
measures that help 
prevent election 
fraud via voting 
machines.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

10. Oregon 
election 
officials are not 
being 
transparent 
about the 
election 
process.

Twitter users accused the Oregon 
Secretary of State (SOS) of being against 
election transparency and calling voters 
misinformed. Users called on Oregonians 
to demand more election transparency to 
increase the state’s accountability. These 
claims were In response to the SOS’s 
tweet on 8/19/22 about election officials 
being overwhelmed by public records 
requests due to election misinformation. 
Users also claimed that there is no 
election misinformation because there is 
actually widespread election fraud.

This narrative could potentially decrease 
Oregon voters’ confidence in election 
procedures and increase threats towards 
election officials.

Medium Public Messaging Provide public 
messaging about 
the transparency of 
election 
procedures.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

11. Oregon 
election 
officials 
committed 
election fraud 
by altering 
voters’ 
registration.

Two Twitter users claimed that their voter 
registration was altered by Oregon 
election officials. One claimed (in 5 
different tweets) her party affiliation was 
switched. The other user claimed (in 2 
different tweets) that his wife was 
removed from Oregon’s voter roll without 
notification. The users cited these as 
examples of voter fraud. 

Despite a low dissemination level, this 
narrative could have a high impact on 
Oregon voters' confidence in the electoral 
process and outcomes and election 
personnel’s security, as it specifically targets 
Oregon election officials.

Medium Monitor Do not address - 
continue to monitor
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

12. Mail-in 
ballots are used 
to commit 
election fraud 
as non-Oregon 
residents are 
voting.

Twitter users implied that mail-in ballots 
enable voter fraud by allowing those who 
moved out of Oregon to vote. One user 
accused Oregon Senator Jeff Merkley of 
using mail-in ballots to vote on behalf of 
military personnel overseas, implying they 
are not eligible to vote. The posts within 
this narrative were replies to tweets by the 
Oregon Secretary of State (SOS) and 
Oregon Senator Merkley.

This narrative could decrease Oregon 
voters’ confidence in the legitimacy of 
mail-in ballots as an election procedure.

Low Public Messaging Provide public 
messaging about 
voter eligibility and 
the voting process 
for Oregon 
residents residing 
outside of Oregon.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

13. Voter fraud 
occurs through 
ballot 
harvesting.

Twitter users claimed that ballot 
harvesting is prevalent in Oregon 
elections. One user claims that union halls, 
nursing homes, and assisted living centers 
are sources of ballot harvesting. Some 
users conflated mail-in ballots with ballot 
harvesting.

This narrative could decrease Oregon 
voters’ confidence in the legitimacy of 
mail-in ballots as an election procedure.

Low Public Messaging Provide messaging 
about measures 
that help prevent 
voter fraud via 
mail-in ballots.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

14. People can 
vote multiple 
times via 
mail-in ballots.

Twitter users claimed that they received, 
or know people who have received, 
multiple ballots from previous elections 
and implied that this is exploited to 
commit voter fraud. The posts within this 
narrative were replies to tweets by the 
Oregon Secretary of State (SOS) and 
Oregon Senator Merkley.

This narrative could decrease Oregon 
voters’ confidence in the legitimacy of 
mail-in ballots as an election procedure.

Low Public Messaging Provide messaging 
about measures 
that help prevent 
election fraud via 
mail-in ballots.
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MDM Narratives
Narrative Description Risk 

Level
Recommended 
Countermeasure

Recommended 
Countermeasure 
Details

15. Oregon 
should conduct 
a full election 
audit due to 
widespread 
election fraud. 
(Continuing 
narrative)

Twitter users called for a full audit of  
Oregon’s election process due to 
allegations of widespread election fraud. 
Users claimed that Oregon’s current 
electoral system is both outdated and 
insecure, making it susceptible to election 
fraud. The calls for an audit were primarily 
directed at the Oregon Secretary of State 
(SOS).

This narrative could negatively impact 
Oregon voters’ confidence in electoral 
procedures and outcomes. 

Low Public Messaging Provide public 
messaging about 
measures to help 
prevent election 
fraud.
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Appendix A:
Screenshots
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Narrative 1: Mail-in ballots are used to commit election fraud in Oregon. 
(Continuing narrative)
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Narrative 2: Oregon should eliminate mail-in voting and hold in-person 
voting that requires voter ID.
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Narrative 3: Election fraud has been happening in Oregon for decades. 
(Continuing narrative)
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Narrative 4: People should not trust mail-in ballots because signature 
verification is ineffective. 
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Narrative 5: Oregon election officials need to update voter rolls to prevent 
voter fraud. 
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Narrative 6 : People are using mail-in ballots received by deceased people in 
Oregon to commit voter fraud. 
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Narrative 7: Future elections can’t be trusted due to prior election fraud.
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Narrative 8 : Peoples’ votes for POTUS 45 in the 2020 election were not 
counted. 
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Narrative 9: People should not trust voting machines because they enable 
election fraud. 
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Narrative 10: Oregon election officials are not being transparent about the 
election process. 
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Narrative 11 : Oregon election officials committed election fraud by altering 
voters’ registration. 
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Narrative 12: Mail-in ballots are used to commit election fraud as non-Oregon 
residents are voting. 
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Narrative 13: Voter fraud occurs through ballot harvesting. 
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Narrative 14: People can vote multiple times via mail-in ballots. 
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Narrative 15: Oregon should conduct a full election audit due to widespread 
election fraud. (Continuing narrative)
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Appendix B: 
Existing MDM Narratives
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Existing MDM Narratives
Narrative Risk Reporting Period 

Observed
Continuing (Yes/No)

Mail-in ballots are used to 
commit election fraud in 
Oregon. 

High 7/15-8/12; 8/12-8/19 Yes

Oregon should eliminate 
mail-in voting and hold 
in-person voting that 
requires voter ID.

High 7/29-8/5; 8/5-8/12 Yes

Election fraud has been 
happening in Oregon for 
decades.

High 8/5-8/12 No

People should not trust 
mail-in ballots because 
signature verification is 
ineffective. 

High 7/15-8/12; 8/12-8/19 No
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Existing MDM Narratives
Narrative Risk Reporting Period 

Observed
Continuing (Yes/No)

Oregon election officials 
need to update voter rolls  
to prevent voter fraud. 

Medium 8/12-8/19 No

People are using mail-in 
ballots received by 
deceased people in Oregon 
to commit voter fraud. 

Medium 8/12-8/19 No

Future elections can’t be 
trusted due to prior 
election fraud.

Medium 8/12-8/19 No

Peoples’ votes for POTUS 
45 in the 2020 election 
were not counted. 

Medium 8/12-8/19 No
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Existing MDM Narratives
Narrative Risk Reporting Period 

Observed
Continuing (Yes/No)

People should not trust 
voting machines because 
they enable election fraud.

Medium 8/12-8/19 No

Oregon election officials 
are not being transparent 
about the election 
process. 

Medium 8/12-8/19 No

Oregon election officials 
committed election fraud 
by altering voters’ 
registration.

Medium 8/12-8/19 No

Mail-in ballots are used to 
commit election fraud as 
non-Oregon residents are 
voting. 

Low 8/12-8/19 No
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Existing MDM Narratives
Narrative Risk Reporting Period 

Observed
Continuing (Yes/No)

Mail-in ballots are used to 
commit election fraud as 
non-Oregon are voting. 

Low 8/12-8/19 No

Voter fraud occurs 
through ballot harvesting.

Low 8/12-8/19 No

People can vote multiple 
times via mail-in ballots. 

Low 8/12-8/19 No

Oregon should conduct a 
full election audit due to 
widespread election fraud. 

Low 7/15-8/12; 8/12-8/19 Yes
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Existing MDM Narratives
Narrative Risk Reporting Period 

Observed
Continuing (Yes/No)

Future elections can’t be 
trusted due to the 
fraudulent 2020 elections.

Low 7/15-8/12 No

Illegal immigrants are 
voting. 

Low 7/15-8/12; 8/12-8/19 Yes

Twitter will influence the 
outcome of  the 2022 
midterm elections by 
enforcing its Civic 
Integrity Policy.

Low 7/15-8/12 No
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Appendix C: 
Definitions
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Definitions
● Misinformation - false, but not created or shared with the intention of causing harm
● Disinformation - deliberately created to mislead, harm, or manipulate a person, 

social group, organization, or country
● Malinformation - based on fact, but used out of context to mislead, harm, or 

manipulate
● Topic - the broader subject defining the information environment (ex. Midterm 

Elections)
● Theme - subtopics or categories of discourse (ex. Mail-in ballots)
● Narrative - at least more than one piece of content that shares a similar rhetorical 

objective (ex. County clerks are using mail-in ballots to steal elections)
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